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City of Philadelphia Streets Department  

Bike Rack Installation Guide 

Bike Rack Permit Requirements: 
Bike rack permits are required for all bike racks installed in the public right of way. Not all 
locations are suitable for bike rack installation. Please refer to the information within guide for specific dimensions and 
spacing requirements.  This document pertains directly to those racks placed in the public Right of Way. Bike racks 
placed on private property or within parks or other spaces are subject to those regulations that govern those spaces. 
 

How to apply: 
Fill out the Bicycle Rack Review Application and return all items listed in this checklist in paper copy as listed below. 
 
Bike Rack Application Checklist: 
Please make sure your application for bike rack includes all of the following items: 

____City of Philadelphia Bike Rack Review Application, completed and signed by property owner. (This will 
become your permanent permit.) 
____Three (3) full-sized, paper site plans that fulfill the requirements listed on Page 2 of 2 of the Bicycle Rack 
Review Application. 
____A minimum of two (2) photographs that fulfill the requirements listed on Page 2 of 2 of the Bicycle Rack 
Review Application.  
____One (1) CD, including all submission materials (including mandatory notes, as outlined on Page 2 of 2 of the 
Bicycle Rack Review Application) in PDF format. 

Note: Bike racks must be designed and installed to must comply with guidelines found in this document. 

 
Completed request forms should be hand-delivered to: 
City of Philadelphia, Streets Department Right of Way Unit 
1401 John F. Kennedy Blvd., Room 960 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

 
What to expect: 
Bike rack plans should be prepared, signed, and sealed by a design professional licensed in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. Bike rack plans not prepared accordingly will be subject to a 90-day review and site inspection period, in 
order to verify the accuracy of the submitted plan. The Streets Department will send inspectors on a regular basis to 
make sure that the bike rack location meets installation guidelines. Once the site is inspected, and assuming it meets the 
guidelines, the property owner will be issued a permit for installation, at which point the approved bike rack may be 
installed. After the bike rack has been installed, you must notify the Streets Department Right of Way Unit and final 
inspection and issuance of the permanent permit will occur. This permanent permit is to be kept on file and presented 
at the request of any City agency. If at any point, changes occur to the bike rack design, or its final location, those must 
be submitted as a separate application with attached reference to the initial version.
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Secure and readily available bicycle parking is one of the features of a bicycle-friendly city. While 
the City of Philadelphia has provided over 3,000 new bicycle parking spaces throughout the city, the public sector will not 
be able to meet all demand for bicycle parking. Therefore, much of this demand needs to be met by private individuals 
and businesses. In 2010, the Philadelphia Streets Department and Office of Transportation & Infrastructure Systems 
(OTIS) worked with City Council to streamline the process of private bike rack installation in the public right of way. This 
document is intended to clarify some of the provisions of the City of Philadelphia Bicycle Parking Regulations published 
on May 17, 2010 and to provide extra guidance for the installation of bike racks other than U-shaped bike racks. 
 

General Guidelines for Bike Rack Selection: 
The Philadelphia Streets Department will issue permits for bike racks that fall within Standard design 
parameters outlined below.  Racks that are designed and produced in an artisan or one-off fashion are subject 
to the jurisdiction of the Philadelphia Art Commission.    
 
Standard Bike Racks: 
Standard bike racks are those that are produced by licensed and insured commercial vendors in quantities 
greater than 10 and that are designed to park a bicycle parallel to the longest axis of the bike rack. Note that 
not all bike racks produced by all vendors are permissible in the Right of Way. The most common type of bike 
rack is the standard “Horse shoe” or “Inverted U”. These bike racks are characterized by a single loop of 
tubular steel shaped generally like an upside-down letter U. Dimensions are generally between 32 – 42” in 
height and 24 – 32” wide. The profile may vary, but this type of bike rack is characterized by 2 separate anchor 
points fastened to the substrate with mechanical or glue in anchors. Tubing may be round or square, and 
diameter varies from 1.5” to 2.75”.  Installation may be performed by property owners or contractors hired for 
the purpose within the parameters outlined in the Bicycle Rack Review Application. 
 

Minimum Standards for Standard Bike Racks: 
Standard Bike racks must: 

 Fit in an envelope no larger than 42” long x 42” tall x 8” wide.  

 Support a bicycle upright by its frame in 2 places. 

 Prevent the wheel of the locked bicycle from tipping over.  

 Enable the bicycle frame, and at least 1 wheel, to be locked to the bike rack with a standard “U lock”. 

 The rack frame should be resistant to destruction, cutting, disassembly, etc. with standard hand-held 
tools such as wrenches, pry bars, pipe cutters, and saws.  

 Bike racks should be coated with a non-rusting coating of paint, powdercoat, galvanization, etc.  

 Bike racks must be affixed to the surface in one of the following appropriate manners:  
o Bike Racks must be installed on the surface of a concrete or solid stone substrate and fastened 

with corrosion resistant anchors.  Mechanical anchors or glue-in anchors are permitted.  
Anchors must be at least 3/8” in diameter and 3” in length. 

o For racks with a maximum horizontal length of 18”, at least two (2) anchors are required.  For 
racks over 18” in horizontal length, at least four (4) anchors are required.   
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o For any other substrate (brick, cobblestone, grass, asphalt etc.), bike racks must be installed on 
a poured concrete pad at least 24” in width x 30” in length x 4” in depth, and bolted into place 
as explained above.  

o Corporate logos contained within the design of the rack are prohibited from installation 
without City Council Ordinance. 

 Bike rack placements may never reduce the walking zone of the sidewalk to less than 6’. 
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Additional Bike Racks That Are Not Recommended:  

 

 

 

 

This bike rack does not meet the minimum standards 

listed on the previous page. Because the bike rack 

structure is short, it cannot support an upright bicycle in 

two places. Due to its low-to-the-ground design, it does 

not enable a bicycle’s frame and at least one wheel to 

be locked to it. Additionally, this bike rack is a trip 

hazard for pedestrians. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

This bike rack does not meet the minimum standards 
listed on the previous page. This bike rack exceeds the 
42” maximum length. Additionally, it does not enable a 
bicycle’s frame and at least one wheel to be locked to it. 

  


